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February 2009 Game Report Masai Mara

February was a hot and dry month with morning temperatures averaging 19°C and mid day temperatures
around 34C. Some localised rain fell in the first two weeks of the month but since then the grasslands
have been drying out and the Mara River level dropping.

There are still some trees in the woodlands fruiting, mainly Warburgia Ugandensis (African Greenheart)
and this keeps the elephant in and out of the camps. One large bull elephant has been coming into Il
Moran Camp almost every day. He has a habit of curling his trunk around a Warburgia tree and then
giving it a good shake so the tasty fruit fall to his feet.

Hippos have also been nightly visitors to all our camps, keeping the grass levels down. Hippos are typical
herbivores that crop the grass by using their lips (they have a horny layer on the top and bottom lip to
assist this) and the grass is then processed by large molars at the rear of the mouth. Their large canines
are weapons of defence; this can be seen when they yawn to an almost 80° gape in a display of
dominance. The deep scars they carry show the damage they can inflict on one another.

Groups of male giraffe, and waterbuck, are resident on the fringes of the woodland and topi and their four
month old calves are often seen congregated into small herds throughout the grassland plains.

Two days ago a lioness from the Marsh pride killed a female warthog opposite the entrance into Il Moran
and then yesterday evening a beautiful large male leopard was seen close to the entrance to camp.

Herds of wildebeest with their calves have been seen on the edges of the reserve and Bat Eared Fox's
and Black Back Jackals are ever present. The early morning is a special time to see a family of little foxes
sunning themselves; they will stay out until the morning heat warms up and then go to ground, often in old
termite holes.

Good numbers of Zebra graze out on the plains and there are a few zebra foals about now; their coat
pattern is brown and white and the brown will slowly turn to black when they are 6 months old.

Large breeding herds of Impala and solitary Bushbuck frequent the riverine woodland; the bushbuck in
particular favour the open glades. There are some large troops of Olive baboons near the Marsh and
within the riverine woodlands. Another tree; Teclea Simplicifolia is fruiting at the moment, the fruit starts



off green and then turns bright red like a ripe coffee bean; Baboons and others in the subfamily
(Cercopithecinae) love this fruit. And they often rise early to start feeding on these fruits.

A Black Rhino has been on the plains and in the croton thickets in the last three days, so the 'Big five" can
be seen in a morning's drive. Across the open grassland plains there are many warthog with young who
are 3-4 months old. Unfortunately, there is a high mortality rate with warthog piglets and by the time they
reach 6-8 months old (in which time they would have been weaned), a sow may loose 40-50% of her
offspring with predation and temperature variation paying a major role. Warthogs are often seen running
off in single file with erect, needle-shaped tails; juveniles will file in a fixed order and at the first sense of
danger, warthogs and young will bolt and turn at the last second to enter their bolt holes rear end first.
Lion will often go to the extra effort to dig them out.

The Marsh/Bila Shaka pride with 4 lionesses and 9 cubs of varying ages have been resident around the
Musiara swamp and marsh areas. Three days ago they killed a zebra on the river bed that borders the
reserve and a few days ago, they nearly brought down a male buffalo, but with a bit of luck and the help
of two other bulls, the buffalo got away with a sore rump and flank. The same three buffalo are seen
regularly and the wound is healing well; often with lion bites and deep scratches, septicemia can easily
set in.

The Paradise pride is made up of 7 females and 6 males, one of whom (large blond-maned) is Notch and
the other five younger males are his nephews. These lion are often seen close to the River and if the
River levels are low they cross back and forth.

The Ridge/Maternity pride of 6 lionesses, one male and 9 cubs of varying ages are also thriving. These
lions are often found on the western grass plains and towards the croton thickets nearing the banks of the
River.

Another lioness and her male cub have been seen close to the Paradise pride's territory where there is
plenty of prey and another nomadic male and two lionesses have also been hunting close by.

The coalition of three young cheetah have been up on the ridges and across the plains. They have been
feeding off Zebra yearlings and Topi calves.

Shakira and her three seven month old female cubs are doing well they are feeding off Thomson Gazelle
fawns and a few days ago she killed a male Thomson Gazelle.

The female cheetah (Serena) with her two approximately 15 month old cubs; one male and one female
cub, were last seen in the Paradise area and just latterly have been crossing the Mara River where the
water levels are low. Like lion they regularly cross back and forth. Another lone female has been hunting
near the Marsh.

A large male leopard has made his home in the croton thickets near the River and a few days ago he was



stalking a female warthog on the riverbank, but an impala snorted alerting the warthog of the leopard's
presence and the warthog ran off to see another day.

In the scrub and riverine woodlands of the River, there are two females, one with two cubs estimated at 4-
5 months old and another with a much older male cub of 8-9 months old.

Another female leopard, resident close to the Riverine Woodland near Governors' Private Camp has a
nasty wound on the base of her tail and we think this was a result of a skirmish with Olive Baboons or a
spotted Hyena over a kill.

There have been a few more sightings reported of Zawadi and her two 3 month old on the fringes of the
reserve.

On the feathered front; Spoonbill Storks are being seen in the Musiara Marsh. Eurasian Bee Eaters are
also around now and we have had some lovely sightings of them in large flocks as they fly low over the
grassland plains. The Kori Bustard males have been displaying; raising their tail feathers to expose fluffy
under tail coverts and inflating their neck feathers whilst emitting a deep resonant honk.

We hope to share the magic of our corner of the Mara with you sometime soon.
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